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‘Stratton Eiasi CIA 5‘; ailure

To >pot Red *Tmeps in Cuba

By ALAN EMORY
Gazette Correspoadent
.WASHINGTON—A high-rank-
ing member of the House
Armed Services Committee said

_ yesterday he was..convinced

“the Russians could put 5,000

. more comoat.troops tomorrow

night in Cuba and we would not
know about it and could have
nuclear weapons there and we
would not know about 1L" DR

- ‘,'Our'inteuiééiiceis; “abomina-

ble,” Rep: Samuel S. Stration,

D-Amsterdam, saxd m an mter' g

view. % - i
The Congressman saxd he was

, recommending " that the . new

congressional overhaul of com-

. mittee operations assign milj-
- tary intelligence authorizations
. to the Armed Services unit, as

well as tbe mtelugence commit-
tee. .
On June 28 1978, - Stratton
said, after he had been advised
to find out what was going on in
Cuba, his committee had asked

- intelligence leaders about dev-

elopments there and was told
there were none.

Stratton said he had heard
rumors, but the military and in-
telligence spokesmen said noth-

;ing was going on, that every-
thing was quiet around the So~

viet submarine base at Cxen—
fuegos.
“They had had mdxcatmns,

: but they were not teiling us,”
* Stratton said. ‘_‘I feel they were

g to us.
Six mouths later. he said, the

. | Mights over Cuba, so-that in-

" inteligence officers testified
that the Russian MIG-23 planes

: dliscovered in Cuba would pro

- ably not -be carrying nucle

.. weapons,. but they had

-y

that opportumty to give straxcht
information, too. ;

Whea CIA Director Stansfield
Turner briefed the Armed Ser-
vices Committee last. week on
the Soviet combat brigade in
Cuba, Stratton said, he testified
the administration had placed a
low pnonty on- mtellxvence m
Cuba.

Stratton said xt was the Pres-
ident who had- ce.nceled the

telhgence -approach’ ‘was~ still.
available if the: administration
wanted to use it

- Admiral Turner said - there
was not enouch “human in-
telligence.” -

Stratton rephed that 1t was
Admiral Turner who fired 700
CIA agents when he took over
the agency and that was one
reason manpower was low.

Turner complained it was.dif- |-

ficult to operate in a closed so-
ciety like Cuba and that Cubans
returning to the island were re-
garded suspncxously by authori-
ties there. . .

Stratton said that was true of .
all closed societies, mc_ludmga_
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North Vietnam and the Soviet
Union, but those were the very
countries that posed a threat to
the United States..

“They treat the threat hke
inflation,”” Stratton said of the-
administration. -

“They nope— it m]l just go |
away. -7 -

“If we can't handle the smxa-
tion . we.-are in- troubne," ke
added. 3 B Tt S S N ]

As for the presence of Ameri-
can froops -in © Cuba’s ~ Guan~
tanamo Bay and Turkey,ﬁsu-ag.
ton said $We; chdn't sneax
them in.” -

He mamtamed that the issue
of Soviet forces in Cuba should
definitely be linked to Senate
ratification of the strategic}
arms .limitation treaty, con-
trary to the view of Sen. Jacob
K. Javits, R-N.Y.

He estimated that the hngade
might be designed to help more
revolutionary movements in
Latin America or a take-over of
the Panama Canal.

When Turner denied the CIA
was soft-pedaling - the -Cuban
problem because of a fear of
upsetting tho—SeeirBedmyrwpyin
the Seaate, Strattom said he did
not believe him. < . ... A




